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Introduction
Hi everyone and a huge thank you to Ian Eddison and the team who have pulled this all together.
As mentioned, my name is Katrina Wills and I’m the SIXTEEN LEGS National Tour Coordinator, no small feat that 
for sure!  SIXTEEN LEGS originates from Tasmania and is one of the many Bookend Trust Projects. 
For those who aren’t already aware SIXTEEN LEGS is an exhibition and documentary of caves, cave biology and 
the exploration and discovery of how this unique environment works. The project showcases the results of over 
30-years of scientific research, over 7 years of filming, and hundreds of millions of years of evolution, from the 
break-up of Gondwana to the present day! I like to describe it as the brainchild of Bookend Trust’s Director & 
Scientist Dr Niall Doran. He wanted a way to share his research with the general public rather than just having 
it presented in Scientific Journals. I believe he has truly succeeded.
In 2021, we re-commenced our National Tour with assistance by the Australian Government's Visions of 
Australia program and other generous sponsors like Koala the bedding company. Starting in Queensland our 
main goal has been to provide regional and remote areas with an equal opportunity to experience what we 
have previously toured to the capitals. The outcomes to date from touring this exhibition have been strong and 
enthusiastic responses from those regional communities. 
Across Australia there is declining engagement with education and science, and our aim is to help inspire and 
reverse that trend. We're engaging a wide cross-section of the community and students of all ages and in the 
process providing an insight into the world of caves and cave conservation. This has given us a chance to delve 
into real and fantasy representations of a world that most people may never experience first-hand.
This project also aims to make the Exhibition more than just a visiting display by promoting community 
involvement as part of the Exhibition itself. This is an opportunity for regional artists to be involved in the 
ongoing interpretation of an unusual and beautiful Australian world alongside the creative mind and popular 
appeal of author Neil Gaiman. 
To date we have visited 5 different locations in Queensland and had well above 5,000 people through the 
exhibition this year, with a portion of those also viewing the documentary.



2021 Locations

 Pre-booked locations in Queensland

 Goondiwindi

 Emerald

 The Caves & Capricorn Caves

 Charters Towers

 Charleville

 Wellington, NSW (postponed)

 New Locations

 Mt Isa, Qld

 Streaky Bay, SA



2021 Locations continued…..
Each venue has its own idiosyncrasies that challenge us.  Goondiwindi was a small space, 
at The Caves it was the wooden floor that was unable to hold a scissor lift (despite being 
told it would) and lack of insulation in the building. (It was a tin shed). 
The Emerald Art Space provided us with the opportunity to create a “dark/cave zone” 
where visitors experienced the cave atmosphere sounds, glowworms and learned about 
the spiders all in a darker zone in the gallery. This was also a great space to do Q&A 
sessions with the 244 students that attended from across the region.
The Charleville Art Gallery presented its own challenges with low ceilings and the need 
to cordon off the spaces under the giant spiders. However, again feedback has been that 
it’s great to see the gallery space full and not just paintings on the walls.
The magnificent and heritage listed World Theatre was our venue in Charters Towers. 
Extremely high ceilings coupled with heritage listing restraints were no match for the 
Bookend Team as we set about creating a new experience for this outback town. The 
exhibition was spread across two rooms within the World Theatre.
Each location provides us with a blank canvas and the exhibition takes on a new shape 
and life each time it is installed…







Engaging with schools

 We started the year with 
Goondiwindi and even prior to 
attending in person we were 
engaging school students via 
Zoom Sessions.

 Niall handled some very tricky 
spider sex questions well, 
including:

“What do males do wrong 
that gets them into 

trouble?” 



Engaging with schools continued….

We’ve been overjoyed to see kids bringing their parents back to see the 
exhibition again after school while telling them all about what they’ve 
learned, and we have loved the parents’ appreciation (“They’ll never 
forget something like this,” said one with thanks). We’ve met young girls 
and boys who clearly already love spiders, and we’ve watched other 
students help their less-sure friends walk through without fear. 
Sometimes that means they pass through with barely a look the first 
time, but sure enough they’re back in again shortly afterwards and 
asking questions as they become more comfortable with the bizarre 
world of caves.

A notable experience for me was to provide Q&A sessions for the School 
of Distance Education after screenings of Sixteen Legs. One of which was 
conducted online with students on stations & in Rockhampton.



School Group visits to the 
exhibition..



School Groups Continued…….



Walking through with students and giving 
them individual time to ask questions or 
make comments is one of our favourite 
opportunities.

This young lad was 
saying, “C’mon Dad I 
want to see the rest!!!” 
while Dad was trying to 
read everything.

Watching students reassure each other is always heart 
warming.



Engaging with schools 
continued…..

Mav’s Mum’s comments on Instagram 30/9/2021…..

“Mav met Niall Doran in Goondiwindi earlier this year at 
his award winning “SIXTEEN LEGS” exhibition. Niall is a 
biologist, ecologist, fundraiser, author, producer and 
educator and won the 2012 Australian Geographic 
Conservationist of the Year 🤯🤯 Mav was so engaged with the 
story of the Tasmanian Cave Spiders that Niall kindly 
offered to meet us yesterday (he happens to live in the 
same suburb as us and was back in Tas for a few days) to 
provide Mav with an experience to reinforce and inspire his 
learning. We were able to find webs and see the cave 
spiders on a walking track nearby. We are very grateful to 
have spent a couple of hours with such a fascinating, 
knowledgeable and kind human.”



Other Groups…….
At The Caves we had groups that 
shared the space including the Exercise 
Group & the Craft Group.

Visitors included 
a Scout Group 
that had been 
caving for 3 days 
and several 
family groups

The Girl Guides had their state camp in Charleville while 
we were there.  83 guides visited and created baby spiders 
for display in the exhibition. 



Queensland Country Women’s 
Association Conference

 The exhibition was officially opened 
in conjunction with the Queensland 
CWA meet and greet night of their 
conference. I was honoured to discuss 
the exhibition and our work with the 
ladies. You will see in the photos that 
to fit them in we were under the giant 
blue male. This area was then 
cordoned off for general public so 
that there was less risk of someone 
jumping up and damaging the spider.



Artworks
 The Goondiwindi community and students from local schools provided a wide variety of artworks, some 

of which have continued to travel with the exhibition. Of particular note was the giant metal spider that 
was created by a local engineering company.



Artworks continued…..

 Like Goondiwindi we had several pieces of art 
that were from students within the broader 
Emerald community. 

 We also had a local art teacher bring her 
students along and they created artworks 
during their visit.
 These artworks are now part of the tour.



THE CAVES & 
CAPRICORN CAVES 
Artworks

 Once again, we were blessed with 
artworks supplied by the community. All 
of which now travel with the exhibition. 

 The most notable was a metal spider 
created by a 3-year-old local boy, 
Dexter. 

 By far the one’s that get the most 
comments are the wire critters made by 
a lady from the local craft group that 
shared the space every week.

 Greg also got inspired to make some 
nature spiders.



THE CAVES & CAPRICORN CAVES Collaboration

There was a collaborative approach to the exhibition and documentary screenings between us, The 
Caves Showgrounds & Progress Association and Capricorn Caves.

While the exhibition was set up in The Caves Showgrounds Pavilion, documentary screenings were held 
at Capricorn Caves. Including a first for us where we had a screening direct onto the cave wall of the 
Cathedral Cave. Afterwards was a Q&A session with Niall.

While numbers were small at this screening, we did receive some incredible feedback from one of our 
guests from that night….

“I have shared the exhibition on several community facebook pages. This exhibition has been 
absolutely  inspirational for my family. Husband (returned serviceman Afghanistan) attended the 
documentary - first public outing without friends/family in over a decade. Also, I was inspired to do an 
oil painting of a cave spider!”

Our second screening had better numbers and was held in the Visitor Centre at Capricorn Caves, on a 
cold night during the school holidays. Afterwards was a Q&A session with me. I had one particular boy
who was extremely interested and dragged his parents to the exhibition multiple times. 



CHARLEVILLE Artworks

It has been great 
to see different 
people’s 
interpretations of 
a subject that a 
many don’t like 
talking about.



CHARLEVILLE Artworks continued……



THE CAVES & CAPRICORN 
CAVES



2021 QLD Visitor Statistics including 
Exhibition & Documentary screenings…..

11
35

58
7

17
22

18
9

12
7 31
6

57
91

26

58
17

71
15

74
0

78
55

TOTAL EXHIBIT ION ENTRIES TOTAL DOCUMENTARY SCREENINGS OVERALL TOTAL COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENTS

number of students/Children number of adults Total Unspecified Total for QLD 2021 Tour



2021 QLD Visitor Statistics & Visitor 
Feedback

Feedback from the different communities has been amazing. Niall and I became minor celebrities while in 
Goondiwindi where we had a mix of children knocking on café windows and waiving madly at us to adults stopping us 
in the supermarket carpark to discuss all things Sixteen Legs. 

Visitor comments have included….

“It was clear to see that a lot of thought has gone into making this exhibition & documentary as accessible, 
educational and thought provoking as possible for all who visit.” 

“As a teacher I found it easy to interweave the Sixteen Legs Projects into the Queensland curriculum and lessons. I 
worked closely with the Sixteen Legs team to adapt and integrate a Short Story and Visual Arts units. The interest my 
students had in the Tasmanian Cave Spiders and the knowledge they gleaned from Niall and Katrina shone through in 
the work that they completed.”

“I will tell everybody because it was cool. It would’ve been better when we went in the maze if it was bigger.” 
Student aged 11years

“Wow! Just so amazing…I felt like I was on the journey. Awe Inspiring!”

“Truly amazing. I had no idea these spiders existed.”

“Really cool to find out what’s in a cave.”

“I love that the art gallery is so full and that it’s not just paintings on the walls.”

“A truly immersive experience!”



2021 QLD Visitor Statistics & Visitor 
Feedback continued…..

“Seriously amazing display. The work alone in creating the spiders/cave effect is unbelievable. 
Could spend a few hours slowly wandering around to take it all in.”

“Awesome exhibit, we have children aged 7, 5, 3 and 1 and they all loved it. The older children 
enjoyed the information panels and finding their school artwork, the younger children loved the 
webs and giant spiders. A beautifully curated and interesting exhibit, thank you for bringing it to 
Charleville.”

“Didn’t expect it to be so interesting. We learnt so much and now look forward to seeing the 
documentary!”

“Absolutely fabulous exhibit. Also love the artworks. Very interesting & informative of how 
important caves are to us.”

“It’s scary 5y.o, 2 &3y.olds loved it! Especially the big spiders and the dead guy!”



THE SIXTEEN 
LEGS TRUCK
 The purchase of a little 

3 tonne truck has not 
only made it easier to 
transport the exhibition 
around but will, in the 
longer term, save 
Bookend valuable 
dollars.

 Getting the truck 
wrapped is of great 
marketing benefit that 
has already had tongues 
wagging wherever it 
goes. 

 I particularly like the 
tunnel view on the back 
door.



THE BOOKEND TEAM in 2021



2021 at a glance…..
We’ve travelled well over 20,000kms not including the kilometres that we have 
all flown back and forth for bump ins and bump outs. The truck is currently still 
in QLD and I leave KI tomorrow to bump in at the Mount Isa library next week. 
After Mt Isa we will travel The Barkly Hwy & NT to Streaky Bay for bump in on 

December 1st.

We’ve seen old friends & relations, made new friends, met some amazing people 
& saw some incredible things.



2021 at a glance continued…..
Yesterday Niall travelled back to Goondiwindi where it all started:

a) to return their donation stand that they kindly lent us; and 

b) to visit the students at Goondiwindi State School that we first engaged with 
over a zoom chat in February! Much to his disgust they all wanted to know            

“Where’s Katrina?”

Some of the students 
made book marks for 
us.



What has worked well?
It has become very apparent that we need to 
find a local hero in each location. Doing this 
enables us to utilize their expertise and drive 
to support us in getting our message out there 
and attracting more people to the exhibition 
and documentary. Local heroes come in all 

shapes and forms from staff who work within 
local government to teachers or volunteers 
who are well respected in their community 

and are driven just as much as we are to see 
this succeed.

Having local artists contribute to the 
exhibition has engaged communities more.

Providing guided tours and Q&A sessions. While 
these cost us money the feedback that we 
have received from participants has been 

nothing but positive.

Providing the opportunity for students to visit 
and create artworks while they are there has 

also proved successful. 
We may look at doing more workshops in the 

future if funding permits.



What hasn’t worked well?

COVID-19 – imagine trying to bump in and 
out an exhibition, arrange guided tours, get 

crew safely on interstate flights all while 
COVID-19 is rearing its ugly head! Somehow 

though despite plenty of challenges we 
have managed to bump in all 5 pre-booked 

locations in Queensland this year. The 
exception to our 2021 tour was of course 

Wellington which has had to be postponed.

While our aim is to provide regional and 
remote communities with access to our 
exhibition and documentary this has at 

times been at a huge cost to us. Particularly 
if the venue is to be manned by volunteers 
who come from a small pool of members.

Relying on venue staff/volunteers to help 
spread the word hasn’t always been as 
successful as we anticipated. Again, it 
comes down to finding that local hero.

Emailing, phoning and visiting schools to 
encourage them to visit the exhibition or 
have a documentary screening. In some 

locations there was little or no uptake by 
local schools. Again, it comes down to 

finding that local hero to get schools and 
teachers engaged……..



What’s Next…..
As mentioned next week we bump in at Mt Isa in time for Halloween and then in December we 
will bump in at Streaky Bay on the West Coast of South Australia for 2 months. In 2022 we head to 
WA for approximately 2 years covering 7 destinations across the entire state from the South West 
to the Pilbara.
Our current venues in WA are:

• The Cannery – Esperance
• Museum of Great Southern – Albany
• Museum of the Goldfields – Kalgoorlie
• Cossack Historic Town – Pilbara
• Museum of Geraldton
• Margaret River Heart
• Peel Bright Minds-Mandurah

We’re looking forward to getting to Wellington and other venues when we can. Be sure to let me 
know if you are keen by dropping me a line at sixteenlegs@bigpond.com or giving me a call on 
0439840758.

Like everything it all comes down to funding so we’re always on the lookout to align ourselves 
with other organisations or funding bodies to make great things happen!

mailto:sixteenlegs@bigpond.com


Sixteen Legs Documentary Watch Party

https://vimeo.com/239184687

Password: 16Lfestivalscreener

(Note:-The password is case sensitive)
The video will start to play as soon as 

you enter the password.
Please enjoy and be sure to let me 

know if you have any questions.

https://vimeo.com/239184687
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